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DEMOCRATS KILL REPUBLICAN REFORM MEASURE,  

PASS COSTLY GOVERNMENT-RUN HEALTH CARE SCHEME 
Democrats Play Political Games, Ignore Fiscally-Responsible Health Care Plan 

 
SACRAMENTO – Assembly Republicans today criticized Democrats for rejecting Assembly Bill 
8x (Villines), the Assembly Republican Health Care Plan, which would have made health care more 
affordable and accessible for California families. Instead, Democrats passed their costly, big 
government health care plan, which would raise taxes, increase the deficit and hurt the economy. 
 
“Rather than passing a responsible health care reform plan, Democrats continue to push their 
expensive government-run health care scheme,” said Assembly Republican Leader Mike Villines, 
of Fresno.  “Their plan, which relies on a host of tax increases, does nothing to contain the ever-
rising costs of health care or provide families with more choices.” 
 
The Assembly Republican Health Care Plan, AB 8x, enacts several health care reform proposals, 
designed to maximize choice, reduce costs and increase access to quality care.  The plan would 
allow for more choices when it comes to meeting the individual health care needs of families. 
Californians would have the option to take advantage of tax-free Health Savings Accounts to pay 
for medical costs and tax deductions for out-of-pocket medical expenses.  AB 8x also uses tax 
credits to encourage businesses to provide health care to their employees.     
 
“Reforming health care shouldn’t be about tax increases and government bureaucrats making your 
medical decisions, it should be about giving people the freedom to choose what options are best for 
their family,” said Assemblyman Alan Nakanishi, MD, Vice Chair of the Assembly Health 
Committee. “Republicans will continue fighting for common-sense reforms that will make health 
care more accessible and affordable.” 
 
Republicans argued that the Democrat plan, AB 1x, which creates a one-size-fits-all government 
health care program is fatally flawed, as it relies on a yet-to-be-drafted, circulated and passed ballot 
initiative for its funding.  Additionally, the proposed jobs tax that would be imposed on nearly every 
California employer will likely be found illegal by the courts, as a violation of the federal ERISA 
law.  Republicans also noted that voters have already voted to reject tax increases at the ballot to 
pay for expanded health care services in November 2006.   
 



The Democrat plan would also significantly increase the budget deficit, which was projected at $8 
billion today by the nonpartisan Legislative Analyst’s Office.   
 
“It’s shocking that on the same day the Legislative Analyst predicts an $8 billion budget deficit, 
Democrats pass a measure that will increase the deficit even further,” said Assemblyman Bill 
Emmerson, of Redlands.  “Our plan would have reformed health care without raising taxes, hurting 
the economy or increasing the deficit.” 
 
Assembly Bill 8x (Villines) was defeated in the Assembly Health Committee on a party line vote.  
Assembly Bill 1x (Nunez) was passed with all Republicans voting in opposition.   
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